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THE   EROST   HAZARD
It has been asserted that certain districts in California
are free from frost. This is hardly true, for a certain
frost hazard exists in all districts both north and south.
Almost all districts on the other hand embrace certain
areas which are comparatively frost free. One thing
which usually impresses the stranger from the East most
forcibly is the sharpness with which the frost lines are
drawn. There are many ranches of a hundred acres or
less which are divided by these frost lines into citrus
lands, walnut lands, and alfalfa lands. It is often very
difficult to accurately judge the frost hazard on any given
piece of land unless there be an old orchard alongside
upon the history of which, together with the local topog-
raphy, an estimate may be based. Failures due directly
to faulty judgment in regard to the frost hazard are almost
without number.
In recent years the science of orchard heating as de-
scribed in Chapter XIV has enabled growers to insure
their crops against occasional frosts, but where orchards
must be heated many nights each winter the expense is
quite likely to interfere with the profits.
We may conclude then that throughout the citrus divi-
sions of the Southwest there are specially favored dis-
tricts where citrus fruits grow to perfection and are seldom
injured by cold. Within each of these districts, however,
there are many localities of irregular outline and extent
which on account of local topography are quite out of the
question as citrus lands. On this point Lelong * writes as
follows:
1 "Culture of the Citrus in California," 1902.